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When More Review Leaves Less to Change: How Oversight Produces Evidence of
Control While Eroding Control Itself

Abstract



Al governance no longer simply equates the presence of a human reviewer with
effective oversight. Existing scholarship and the EU AI Act distinguish monitoring,
judgment, and feasible intervention. The unresolved difficulty is that these conditions can
change during review itself. Review may improve error detection and generate signatures,
objections, stage records, approvals, and logs that evidence human involvement. Yet, if
intermediate states are read downstream as permission to continue investing in the focal
option, the same process may erode the alternatives needed for intervention. An
organization can therefore accumulate more evidence that a human participated, knew,
and signed while retaining less capacity for that human's objection to redirect the current

path.

The article measures counterfactual carrying capacity: an organization’ s capacity,
upon receiving a qualified challenge, to redirect the current disposition into at least one
admissible and executable alternative. It separates three outcomes that cannot substitute
for one another: epistemic gain, evidence of human control, and path alterability. A
control reversal occurs when added review increases effective control under a dependency
freeze but decreases it when focal-path dependencies continue to accumulate, even
though both conditions generate thicker review traces. The proposed mechanism is a
provisional-legitimacy relay: an intermediate status that formally means “still under
review” functions operationally as permission to continue investing, so oversight leaves
more attributable traces while eroding the counterfactual basis on which intervention

depends.

The article treats effective oversight, contestability, path dependence, and real options
as mechanism neighbors, and moral crumple zones, traceability, and audit trails as
responsibility neighbors. The first group shows that intervention requires feasible paths;
the second shows that people with limited control may bear disproportionate
responsibility. The proposed remainder is their endogenous connection: review can jointly
produce attribution evidence and the path dependence that reduces causal control. A
preregistered review-intensity X dependency-freeze experiment is paired with a second-
stage dossier experiment in which evaluators receive either a conventional review record
or a capacity-aware record that includes the time path of feasible alternatives. Support
requires a joint pattern: epistemic gain and review traces rise while path alterability and
effective control fall; under a dependency freeze, only the control effect changes sign. If
that conjunction fails, if the two dossiers do not change responsibility allocation, or if
existing neighbors fully absorb the result, the responsibility claim must be deleted and the

theory downgraded.

Keywords: generative AI; human oversight; counterfactual carrying capacity;

evidence of control; responsibility attribution; path dependence
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