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converge, this paper argues, because all parties share an unstated
assumption: that sameness is a property of the object, readable
given proper judgment. The paper refutes this using metamerism
from colour science: two samples with different spectral
reflectance can have identical tristimulus values under one
illuminant and differ under another; the match is a joint product
of sample, illuminant and observer. Every judgment of sameness is
therefore made on borrowed conditions—here termed borrowed
sameness—and in every record system bearing on speech, the field
recording which conditions were used is absent. In place of the
usual classification grid the paper offers a four-column condition-
registration card; its reading is not a ratio but a list of missing
entries plus an ordinal. An audit of 566 dependency names across
79 PyPI projects refuted two of the paper’ s initial claims; the
same audit found two distinct name strings coexisting in one
record—one for display, one for adjudication—with no field stating
which governs. Keywords borrowed sameness; condition
registration; identity adjudication; metamerism; freedom of
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be said. This paper argues that the question omits something that
matters more under conditions of public recording: for some
interval after an utterance is made, its withdrawal leaves no

readable trace in the public record; after that interval, withdrawal
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remains possible but the act of withdrawing is itself recorded. This
paper names the former the silent-withdrawal interval and the
utterances removed within it silently-withdrawn items, and argues
that the operative boundary of free speech lies neither in whether
an utterance can occur, nor in whether it is tolerated, nor in
whether it persists, but in the length of the silent-withdrawal
interval and in who controls it. In place of the usual two-by-two,
the paper offers a three-stage sequence; in place of paper
argument, an audit of public data: across thirty packages each on
npm and PyPI, comprising over eighteen thousand listed versions,
withdrawal leaves three distinct grades of trace—flagged yank,
name-without-object, and sequence gap—of which the last is in
principle indistinguishable from never-having-occurred. The audit
refuted two of the paper’ s own initial claims; the revisions are
recorded in the text. The paper’ s diagnostic question contains no
modal terms: after this was said, for how long can it be removed
without the public record showing that something was once here?
Keywords silent withdrawal; withdrawal interval; trace of

removal; public record; freedom of expression
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belongs to. These are filed today under “responsibility for
speech,” but responsibility asks whether one should answer for it,
not whom it belongs to: attribution precedes responsibility, and
attribution has never been raised on its own. The paper refutes its
three sources’ shared assumption using heraldic marshalling:
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owner, mean 2.08—with no share field anywhere in the record; the
same audit found the free-text “authors” column removed
entirely, leaving only “who may change it.” Keywords stacked
attribution; attribution count; dilution; marshalling; freedom of
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