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Title: The Arity Law of the Container: Why “Student-AI” Is Cut Back to a Single Name at the
Moment of Booking — The Educational Case of Suspended Judgment and the Historical
Template of the Seat
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Abstract. When generative Al enters educational production, assignments, examinations, and
credentials continue to book the “student” as the unit of account, while output is produced by a
student-Al coupling field; scores thereby become readings without an object. Existing work files
this under detection failure, integrity failure, or distributed agency. All three share an
unexamined premise: with sufficiently fine measurement, the new unit will eventually be read.
This paper defends a different claim: the unit of account is determined neither by
production nor by measurement, but by the arity of the distribution container.
Admission, licensing, liability, and awards are singular containers — each cell accepts exactly
one name. Any coupling field, however entangled at production and however finely measured,
is cut back to a single name at the moment it enters such a container. “Student-AlI resists
reduction” is therefore not an ontological property of task-sensitivity but a consequence of
institutional geometry. The paper formalizes this as the Arity Law of the Container; supplies
conditions of validity, three layers of decidable readings (source column, responsibility



recovery rate, container arity reading) and three numerically specified self-veto clauses;
separates the claim from eight nearest neighbours and three absent ancestors; derives grid-
specific predictions from a two-axis typology (source visibility x container arity); and identifies
a historical template — vehicle-class driving licences and aircraft type ratings — in which
singular containers register a “person-instrument” unit without becoming plural, by rewriting
the cell beneath the name as a seat configuration. The first move of educational reform is thus
neither harder questions nor plural containers, but rewriting the “student” cell as a seat: name
+ instrument configuration + responsibility-recovery reading. Five falsification clauses and two
unexplained holes close the paper.

Keywords: student-Al; suspended judgment; seat; distribution container; arity law; source
column; responsibility recovery rate; type rating
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