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ABSTRACT

Once generative systems can fluently produce discourse that is internally consistent,
structurally complete, and reads like a breakthrough, the dominant risk in knowledge
production shifts from being wrong to something harder to catch: output that looks like
genesis while nothing has actually occurred. This paper names that failure pseudo-genesis
and argues it can be partially separated from genuine genesis by operational criteria. Three
forms are distinguished — the illusory world model, in which symbolic abundance
substitutes for grounding; pseudo-innovation, in which renaming substitutes for structural
change; and sycophantic illusion, in which compliance substitutes for scrutiny — all sharing
one pathology: genesis halts at the symbolic layer without descending into what can be
derived, computed, verified, and accepted. The tendency is shown to be structural rather
than incidental for a linguistic material field, so anti-illusion cannot be arranged as self-
discipline of the generator but only as external discipline imposed by the composite system.
Fight mandatory checks are then specified and demonstrated through the stepwise
interception of a plausible-sounding candidate. The paper next confronts the limits of its own
criteria: a grey zone exists in which formally compliant output remains substantively empty,
and tightening the criteria increasingly kills rough but genuine work; checks therefore
narrow rather than eliminate the need for judgment, and borderline cases should be labelled
honestly and referred to community and time. Finally the criteria are cast as a nine-
dimensional diagnostic chart and a three-tier constitutional audit, with two safeguards
against score inflation and gaming: designating several dimensions as vetoing gates, and

defining every criterion so that it asks for substance that surface features cannot counterfeit.
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