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Elinor Ostrom, Beyond Markets and States: Polycentric Governance of Complex
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English Title, Abstract and Keywords

Apparatus Turnover: How the Three Components of a Verdict Rewrite One Another

Economics reads preferences from chosen outcomes, evolutionary biology reads fitness from
differential survival, and music research reads form from listeners' judgements. All three treat
a verdict as the taking of a value on a pre-existing apparatus: what is judged, by what ordering,
and who initiates the judgement are assumed fixed prior to the verdict itself. Each field has
nonetheless accumulated its own exceptions — endogenous preferences and market

performativity, niche construction and major evolutionary transitions, statistical learning and
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the historicity of the work-concept. This article shows that these exceptions dislodge different
components of one and the same apparatus while each retains the premise that the remaining
components hold still within the round. We introduce the turnover verdict unit (TVU): a
verdict whose output rewrites at least two of the three apparatus components — the partition
of candidate objects, the ordering relation, and the initiating role — such that the rewritten
components remain in actual use in the following round. The load-bearing claim is that
apparatus renewal is not the rewriting of any single component but the completion of a
transmission across all three; a rewrite confined to one component is restored by the other
two within two to three rounds. We formalise the three components, define a dimensionless
turnover depth, construct a two-by-two diagnostic of component count against subsequent
reversal, and state a non-modal operational question. The construct is separated, by opposing
predictions, from Ostrom's three rule levels, Kuhn's paradigm shift, Kauffman's adjacent
possible, Haken's circular causality, Giddens's duality of structure, MacKenzie's performativity,
Nelson and Winter's selection environment, niche construction, major evolutionary
transitions, path dependence, and statistical learning. Three preregisterable studies, six
mechanism-level falsification conditions, ethical limits, an admitted unsolved reflexivity

problem, and a dated wager to 31 December 2032 are provided.

Keywords: turnover verdict unit; judging apparatus; component rewriting; turnover depth;
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