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Blocking Out the Rest

On the suspensions a classroom makes in order to change one thing, and the bonds they

form that nobody dismantles

Abstract. To change one thing, a classroom must first block out the rest: restrict the problem
type, strip the context, supply a worked example, say "we will come back to this later."
Education reads such suspension as sound management of cognitive load; chemistry reads it
as a protecting-group strategy in synthesis; art history reads it as the unfinished state of a
work. The three disagree about what drives change, yet share an unstated premise: that what
is blocked does not participate, and that the participation list is given in advance. The material
overturning this comes from chemistry itself. Acyl migration — the protecting group
wandering from the position it was installed at to another — shows that the act of blocking
rewrites the very list it was meant to fix. Carried back to the classroom, this yields the object

named here: the suspension bond, an association formed during a suspension between what
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was set aside and what is being learned, which is not dismantled when the suspension lifts
and enters no ledger. The load-bearing claim is that learning is scarce not because the target
does not change, but because every suspension co-produces unrecorded bonds that govern
performance under changed conditions, while classroom accounting records content points
and is blind to what lies between them. The paper supplies two measures — suspension
density and de-suspension rate — a two-by-two matrix, a modality-free diagnostic question,
separations from nine adjacent accounts, three constraints the source fields impose in return,

seven falsification conditions, and a dated wager.

Keywords: suspension bond; de-suspension rate; protecting group; non finito; far transfer
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