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After Enough: Two Routes to Closure and the Presence or Absence of a Residual Gate

When a system declares "enough" and commits to an irreversible outcome, two distinct
questions are routinely conflated: what triggered the closure and whether the closed system
still accepts new input. This paper argues these are orthogonal, not sequential. Drawing on
three mutually incompatible frontier accounts — molecular brakes on critical-period
plasticity in visual cortex (Hensch and colleagues), the philosophical debate over naked
statistical evidence and sensitivity (Enoch, Spectre & Fisher; and their critics), and quorum
sensing with cross-inhibition in honeybee nest-site selection (Seeley, Visscher, Marshall and
colleagues) — we show that each account fixes one axis while silently assuming the other.
Closure by accumulation (quorum) structurally retains a residual gate: if the count falls back,
the gate reopens. Closure by execution (an actively imposed brake) structurally lacks one: no
amount of subsequent input reaches the mechanism. We propose that the law's resistance to
bare statistical evidence is not, as standardly argued, a demand for individualised or sensitive
evidence, but a demand for non-loadability — a verdict must not remain reopenable by a shift
in the underlying base rate. Amblyopia's permanence is correspondingly not an input deficit
but the signature of executed closure. Four falsification conditions are given, one of them a
low-cost swarm experiment: withdraw the quorum after commitment but before liftoff, and
observe whether the decision reopens. Our account predicts it does; the developmental-
biology framing of specification versus determination predicts irreversibility should track

elapsed time instead.

28



FrER - 2+ BYZE

Keywords: residual gate; closure by accumulation; executed closure; loadability; critical

period; bare statistical evidence; quorum sensing

AXH=1 @A FEFRL HEAAMREIS AR #EmAL, (5 Ef#4 + Claude,

IXH=NDEAEER. BERESRIIBICHEAREMR. SIRBEYRIEINAFTE, TBTEN. & T4
+ Claude - SDE Universes « ZHli@mt

29



	一、三个正在打架的地方
	第一场架：那扇窗户是自己关的，还是被关上的
	第二场架：一串数字为什么不许定案
	第三场架：一群不知道全局的虫子怎么选对了家

	二、三家其实在互相顶
	三、被三家一起漏掉的那条线
	为什么这条线一直没被划出来

	四、「够了」的两种来路
	第一种：达量闭合
	第二种：执行闭合
	为什么两种从外面看一样

	五、余门：落闸之后还收不收东西
	余门不是好东西，也不是坏东西
	三家各自的盲区，现在可以精确地说出来

	六、两根轴合起来是一张表
	七、格二：法律真正在拒绝的是什么
	为什么这个说法比敏感性那一派更省事
	这个说法马上要接受一次检验：DNA
	为什么这一格的病最难被看见
	格二不止在法庭里

	八、格三：弱视为什么治不好
	把这条推到关键期之外

	九、格四：最稀缺的那一格
	一个闸可以同时有两种来路

	十、十个行当里的同一件事
	十一、这条判断最容易被拿去干坏事的地方
	十二、那怎么办：四个可以直接用的问法
	十三、什么情况下这篇文章是错的
	第一条：撤走法定数量，蜂群不重开
	第二条：可逆性其实只跟时间走，不跟来路走
	第三条，也是我自己最担心的：也许两根轴其实是一根
	第四条：三家中有一家被推翻

	十四、出处与最近的邻居
	第一组：被撞的三家
	第二组：最近的邻居——本文必须与它们划清界线
	哪一个是最近的邻居
	第三组：其余的支撑

	十五、这篇文章的自我审判，与一条写死日期的赌注
	第一重：这篇文章自己是哪一格
	第二重：更难堪的一重
	一条写死日期的赌注
	那么写它还有意义吗


