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Abstract

Being Unrecognizable Is Now Your Job to Fix: On the Transfer of the Ascertainment
Burden and the Unbooked Labour It Produces

Generative Al has driven the marginal cost of producing a plausibly acceptable output towards
zero, while the evaluating side's capacity to tell such outputs apart has not risen accordingly.
Three disciplines explain the resulting predicament—commonly called neijuan in Chinese—in
mutually incompatible ways: economics locates the decisive change in where scarcity has
moved, art studies in the rewriting of the making-path, engineering in interfaces not recut to
match new capability. Each holds, yet each names a different decisive term. This paper
identifies a premise all three share without stating it: that who bears the work of ascertaining
an output is fixed by the nature of the field. The material that overturns it comes from

engineering itself—the inverse Conway manoeuvre, a routine practice, demonstrates that the
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originating locus can be deliberately swapped. The paper argues that this predicament is
neither involution under fixed factors, nor signalling expenditure for separation, nor metric
corruption, but the wholesale transfer of the ascertainment burden from evaluator to
evaluated; it generates a class of work here named isomorphic labour—added so an output can
be ascertained, isomorphic to genuine output, unseparable in measurement, and therefore
without a field in any of the three ledgers. A two-by-two discriminating table, a modality-free
diagnostic question, a commensurable ratio (the ascertainment ratio), ten cross-domain
redemptions of which two force the claim to narrow, and four falsification conditions are

supplied.

Keywords isomorphic labour; transfer of ascertainment; ascertainment ratio; resolution

gap; unbooked work
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