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English Abstract

English title: Not a Single Fibre Changed: On the Redemption Surface of a Difference, and
Why One Class of Value Can Only Collapse in a Step

Abstract: In 1985 the Berlin Man with the Golden Helmet ceased to be a Rembrandt. Not a
fibre of the canvas changed, and the expert who made the call insisted it was no forgery but
still a masterful work — yet it was no longer worth what it had been worth. In 2022 both the
American and the international accounting standard-setters declined to reinstate
amortisation of goodwill, keeping the impairment-only model: an institutional admission that
this asset does not waste year by year but sits at full carrying value until, one day, it drops in a
single step. And in statistical mechanics whether mixing two gases raises the entropy depends
on whether an operation exists that can separate them; to an observer who cannot tell them
apart, the mixing yields no work at all. This paper argues these are one phenomenon. For a
difference to have consequences there must be a machine that converts it into action, and the
evidence that machine reads sits somewhere: inside the object, or outside it in a maintained

ledger. We call that location the difference's redemption surface, give a two-axis four-cell test,
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and derive three claims checkable against existing data: differences held in the object and

differences held in a ledger are indistinguishable in price but wholly different in collapse

form; a ledger-held difference is economically a subscription rather than a stock; and creating

a ledger is not a free creation of value, because it crowds out the capacity to read the object

itself. The paper supplies a four-step procedure, twelve cross-domain redemptions, two

external constraints that narrow the thesis, and six ways it can fail, one of them dated.
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