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English Abstract

Title: The Skipped Turn: What Happens After the Initiative Is Handed Over and No One Takes Tt

Abstract: Persistent stasis in a changing system is customarily attributed to friction, to structural
constraint, or to tradition. This paper argues for a fourth and more common condition: a handover
that fails to complete. The locus that drove the previous round of change has withdrawn, while the

locus that should take the next turn does not move. The resulting round is not merely slow; it is empty.
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Such an empty round improves short-term indicators, generates no signal in any existing record, and
becomes harder to exit the more thoroughly the previous round's output is standardised. Evidence is
drawn from three mutually non-citing fields: the task-based economics of automation, plasticity-first
evolutionary biology, and the musicology of performance and notation. Each holds a law about what
drives what; the three cannot hold at once. The material that overturns their shared premise comes
from one of them — genetic assimilation. The paper offers a modality-free diagnostic question, a
dimensionless ratio (the handover rate) commensurable across the three fields, a two-by-two

discrimination grid, and falsification conditions executable on records that already exist.

Keywords: skipped turn; locus of initiative; handover rate; ownerless stasis; rotation of drive
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