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Abstract

Nobody Is Growing It On a Class of Capacities That No Party Produces, Grown Only as a By-
product of Inefficient Activity, and Why Their Disappearance Generates No Event

The same question—why does effort keep rising in the age of AI while the situation does not
improve—is put again to a different set of theoretical sources: incomplete contracts and
residual control rights in economics, the abduction of agency and the historicity of the period
eye in art studies, and programming-as-theory-building in engineering. The three give
incompatible accounts, each naming a different holder of what matters: whoever decides
when the contract is silent; whoever can infer agency from the object; whoever still carries the
unarticulable theory in their head. All three presuppose, without saying so, that the thing that

matters is held by some party. The material that overturns this comes from art studies itself:
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the skill of seeing is grown as a by-product of everyday practices unrelated to art, and so is
held by no one. The paper names a class of thing with no standing in any of the three ledgers—
unsupplied goods: capacities universally relied upon that no party produces, which do not
diminish through consumption but disappear when the inefficient activities that incidentally
grew them are optimised away, one by one, without generating any event. Two of the ten
cross-domain redemptions force a severe narrowing: two randomised trials of resident duty-
hour reform found no degradation, and aviation shows that such capacities can be restored by

regulation.

Keywords unsupplied goods; cessation-of-cultivation rate; incidental cultivation; sole source

of formation; disappearance without event
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