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English Abstract

Signing on Someone Else's Behalf
*Why the person who understands you best needs you most to become a fixed person*

Abstract. In sustained caregiving relationships, the giving end has been discussed endlessly; the
settling end almost never. This paper argues that the physiological mobilization one person
makes for another is not withdrawn by gratitude, third-party approval, or the caregiver's own
moral satisfaction, but by a response that only that particular other can emit and only in the form
of his present state. When that response is structurally unavailable, the mobilization stays open
and the cost accrues by the year. This yields a phenomenon not previously named: when the
cared-for party still has the capacity to respond, he frequently emits not that response but a
substitute — he makes himself into a person who can be summarized in a single sentence, so that
the one caring for him has something to collect. The paper names this act proxy-signature,
names the caregiver's self-issued substitute self-signature, and organizes them on two axes (who
signed; whether the circuit is still open) into a 2X2 discrimination table. It draws explicit
boundaries against Mauss's obligation to reciprocate (*Essai sur le don*, 1925), Laing's attribution-
as-injunction (1969), Benjamin's mutual recognition (1988), parentification (Boszormenyi-Nagy &
Spark, 1973), Tronto's responsiveness in care-receiving (1993), Hochschild's emotional labour
(1983), Hofer's hidden regulators (1984), Tronick's still-face (1978), and Goffman's role distance
(1961). Five falsification conditions are given, one of them a two-minute adult still-face procedure,
together with a dated wager.

Keywords: proxy-signature; self-signature; withdrawal order; settling end; demand for certainty;
presence without response
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