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The Place Left Empty First: Education as a Body of Unclaimed Vacancies, and Why
Marking One Is Already the Beginning of Filling It

Abstract What is education? Nutrition science answers: look at what has been assimilated
— growth is limited by the scarcest essential factor, and no surplus of the others can
substitute. Hydraulics answers: look at the channel that organises the flow — conveyance is

set by cross-section, slope and roughness. Garden studies answers: look at the field it is



entangled with — “though a garden divides inner from outer, in borrowing scenery there is
no constraint of far or near.” The three cannot hold together, yet all three assume that
availability is a property of the supply side. The overturning material comes from
nutrition science itself: hepcidin's negative feedback makes the same iron-containing meal
differ several-fold in absorption between two persons, and the difference lies not in the
meal but in the recipient's current emptiness. This paper therefore proposes that education
is neither assimilation, nor channelling, nor placement in a field, but the maintenance at
the receiving end of a body of vacancies not yet claimed by anyone — here termed
unclaimed vacancies. A pre-registered retrospective test on 1,242 closed issues across six
public repositories found that positions explicitly marked “good first issue” are indeed
held open far longer (median 10.8 days vs 0.3, ratio 36.0, p = 4.8 X1075), yet every one of
them was ultimately closed by a core maintainer (core-closure rate 1.000 vs 0.918 — the
direction opposite to the pre-specified hypothesis). This adverse result sharpens the claim:
marking a vacancy is itself the first step of claiming it.

Keywords unclaimed vacancy; time-to-claim; constitutive channel; four phases of a

vacancy; the self-contradiction of deliberate blankness
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