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Title The Set Counterpart: Every Verdict of "He Has Improved" Places Something on the
Other Side, and That Something Never Enters the Ledger

Abstract Three self-consistent yet mutually incompatible readings of "what education is"
are current: reading it off the performance produced now (sport science), off the path that
brought him here (historiography), and off the basic structure he occupies (theories of
justice). All three share an unstated premise: that the credit and blame of an education
form a quantity that can be fully allocated, so that identifying the right dimension of
attribution suffices to allocate it. The premise is overturned by material belonging to the
theory of justice itself. Parfit's non-identity problem shows that a sufficiently deep
intervention alters who will exist; hence "this made him better off" lacks a comparison
object in a class of cases — not hard to compare, but no one on the other side. Accordingly,
education is here redescribed: not the cultivation of ability, not the continuation of a
lineage, not the compensation of position, but the setting of a counterpart. The set
counterpart is whatever is placed on the other side of a comparative verdict: sometimes an
identifiable person, sometimes a statistical construct, sometimes nothing that exists in the
alternative. None of the three ledgers provides a field for it. The paper offers one modality-
free test question — on this record, who is the one he is being compared with? — and a

reading that is not a ratio but a list of missing entries. A retrospective test on 95 standing



world swimming records found zero from 2007 or earlier, six from 2008-2009, and zero
from 2010-2011; flagged records have survived a median of 17 years against 2 for the rest
(Fisher two-sided p = 5.3X1077). Three adverse results are reported in full; one of them

forced a rewording of the paper's central claim.

Keywords set counterpart; void counterpart; counterpart inventory; the other side of

comparison; non-identity; baseline change
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