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Abstract

Three answers to “what is education” have each been running for more than two
thousand years, and they are mutually incompatible. One strand of biblical scholarship
holds that education inscribes a given text upon the heart, and that it suffices to ask
whether it has been inscribed and whether it issues in conduct. Buddhist scholastic
traditions hold that education is passage along a graded path, and that it suffices to ask
which stage has been reached and by what sequence. Daoist thought holds that learning
adds daily while the Way subtracts daily, that what matters cannot be handed over, and that
it suffices to attend to conditions and withdraw interference. The three routinely deliver
incompatible verdicts on the same learner, yet all three quietly presuppose that, within
what is transmitted, which part is the thing itself and which part is mere shell is settled by
the thing rather than by those who transmit it. The material overturning this belongs to the

first family: after Qumran, biblical scholarship itself established textual pluriformity and



the theory of multiple literary editions — the same book existed in the second century BCE
in variant editions of differing length and structure, all in simultaneous use, with no pre-
usage original available for comparison. We therefore argue that education is a division
made at every act of handing over: which part must be preserved verbatim, and which part
must be regenerated by the receiver. We name the act of making that division form-
assignment, name the portion never yet subjected to it the unassigned domain, and give
the reading assignment lag. The criterion carries no modal terms: in what year after this
content began to be transmitted was it first stated in writing that this part must be
preserved verbatim, or may be remade? We run a retrospective test on twenty-nine publicly
downloadable internet standards; two of four preregistered predictions fail outright, and

both failures are reported in full and used to narrow the thesis.

Keywords: form-assignment; unassigned domain; assignment lag; preserve/regenerate

division; transmitting traditions; ontology of education
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