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ABSTRACT

Handover-Generated Ordering: What Music Is, and Why the Roads Not Taken Are Ranked
Only When Someone Takes Over

The first version of this paper proposed that music is a handoverable, self-rewriting field
of residual paths. Four preregistered tests are reported here; three of them are unfavourable to
that proposal. A replication audit reproduces every published figure of version one. A
configuration analysis, transferring space-syntax reasoning onto melodic transition graphs,
finds that global position predicts flow beyond local connectivity, but that pruning the rarely-
traversed edges improves rather than degrades this prediction. A transfer test finds that the
ordering among non-selected continuations, estimated from one half of a corpus, exceeds a
context-free marginal-frequency baseline by only 0.032, with a confidence interval spanning
zero. An audit of version one’ s own branching statistic finds that within-tune shuffled
controls branch more (99.9%) than the real corpus (92.3%). Taken together, at corpus level the
residual is reducible to local connectivity plus base rates. The paper therefore relocates its




claim: music is not an open distribution over next steps; the ordering among unrealized
continuations is not read off a standing field but produced in an act of handover. This
produced object is named handover-generated ordering, measured by a handover increment
AR, for which the corpus provides a measured zero-delivery control arm. Ten falsification
conditions and a dated public bet are given.
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ABSTRACT
Handover-Generated Ordering: What Music Is, and Why the Roads Not Taken Are
Ranked Only When Someone Takes Over

The first version of this paper proposed that music is a handoverable, self-rewriting
field of residual paths. Four preregistered tests are reported here; three of them are
unfavourable to that proposal. A replication audit reproduces every published figure of
version one. A configuration analysis, transferring space-syntax reasoning onto melodic
transition graphs, finds that global position predicts flow beyond local connectivity, but
that pruning the rarely-traversed edges improves rather than degrades this prediction. A
transfer test finds that the ordering among non-selected continuations, estimated from one
half of a corpus, exceeds a context-free marginal-frequency baseline by only 0.032, with a
confidence interval spanning zero. An audit of version one’ s own branching statistic finds
that within-tune shuffled controls branch more (99.9%) than the real corpus (92.3%). Taken
together, at corpus level the residual is reducible to local connectivity plus base rates. The
paper therefore relocates its claim: music is not an open distribution over next steps; the
ordering among unrealized continuations is not read off a standing field but produced in an
act of handover. This produced object is named handover-generated ordering, measured by
a handover increment AR, for which the corpus provides a measured zero-delivery control

arm. Ten falsification conditions and a dated public bet are given.
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