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ABSTRACT




This is a rewrite of an earlier draft (v1.2) that proposed music as “the self-generation of a
listening field,” resting on two axes: successor bias and criterion rewrite. The rewrite was
forced by data, not by style. Using the public dump of The Session (55,019 settings across
23,206 lineages, with timestamps, contributor identity and lineage membership), a third
preregistered trial refuted three of four hypotheses. First, the earlier draft’ s own reading B20
is not computable: it requires lineages of at least sixty settings and the corpus contains none
(maximum forty-two). Second, its operationalisation of “criterion rewrite” is almost order-
invariant: 0.5006 observed versus a permutation median of 0.4895, a gap of 1.11 percentage
points. Third, and decisively, uptake is performed by new contributors slightly less often than
baseline (0.7599 vs 0.7758; bootstrap CI [-0.0178, —0.0141]), and successors after uptake are
closer to the lineage’ s earliest setting, not further from it (median difference —-0.0190; sign
test p = 1). Only the fourth hypothesis survived: the hazard of uptake is steeply front-loaded
(0.2225, 0.1181, 0.0917, 0.0801, 0.0652 at successor positions one to five; early-to-late ratio 2.156,
and 2.013 after removing self-succession), and the half-decay position is invariant at three
across feature granularities n = 3, 4, 5.

The article therefore replaces its own load-bearing claim. Music is not organised sound,
not sanctioned sound, and not a self-generating listening field: music is the shelf life of a
difference. A sonic difference is not yet music before it is taken up; whether it can be taken up
has a short, measurable window; once the window passes it is not merely “not yet taken up”
but no longer able to be. The new entity is the lapsed difference; the two readings are the
uptake window h and the lapse rate q. Against its three most dangerous neighbours — Weitz’ s
open concept, Eliot’ s altered order, Jauss’ s shifting horizon — the claim yields opposite
predictions: all three have new work push the boundary outward and none has an expiry date,
whereas uptake here pulls successors back toward the anchor and non-uptake is permanent
within three successors.
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ABSTRACT

This is a rewrite of an earlier draft (v1.2) that proposed music as “the self-generation of
a listening field,” resting on two axes: successor bias and criterion rewrite. The rewrite
was forced by data, not by style. Using the public dump of The Session (55,019 settings
across 23,206 lineages, with timestamps, contributor identity and lineage membership), a
third preregistered trial refuted three of four hypotheses. First, the earlier draft’ s own

reading B20 is not computable: it requires lineages of at least sixty settings and the corpus
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contains none (maximum forty-two). Second, its operationalisation of “criterion rewrite”

is almost order-invariant: 0.5006 observed versus a permutation median of 0.4895, a gap of
1.11 percentage points. Third, and decisively, uptake is performed by new contributors
slightly less often than baseline (0.7599 vs 0.7758; bootstrap CI [-0.0178, —-0.0141]), and
successors after uptake are closer to the lineage’ s earliest setting, not further from it
(median difference —0.0190; sign test p = 1). Only the fourth hypothesis survived: the hazard
of uptake is steeply front-loaded (0.2225, 0.1181, 0.0917, 0.0801, 0.0652 at successor positions
one to five; early-to-late ratio 2.156, and 2.013 after removing self-succession), and the half-

decay position is invariant at three across feature granularitiesn = 3, 4, 5.

The article therefore replaces its own load-bearing claim. Music is not organised sound,
not sanctioned sound, and not a self-generating listening field: music is the shelf life of a
difference. A sonic difference is not yet music before it is taken up; whether it can be taken
up has a short, measurable window; once the window passes it is not merely “not yet taken
up” but no longer able to be. The new entity is the lapsed difference; the two readings are
the uptake window h and the lapse rate q. Against its three most dangerous neighbours —
Weitz’ s open concept, Eliot’ s altered order, Jauss’ s shifting horizon — the claim yields
opposite predictions: all three have new work push the boundary outward and none has an
expiry date, whereas uptake here pulls successors back toward the anchor and non-uptake

is permanent within three successors.

Keywords: ontology of music; lapsed difference; uptake window; lapse rate; front-loaded

hazard; preregistered rewrite
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