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ABSTRACT
The Genesis of Aesthetics in Classical Chinese — The Unwritten Law, Structural Blanks, and the
Emergence of Poetic Freedom

The aesthetic qualities of Classical Chinese poetry have long been described in terms of
suggestiveness, openness, concision, artistic conception, and meaning that continues beyond the
written words. Yet existing studies often explain these qualities separately through authorial
emotion, the graphic form of Chinese characters, traditional philosophy, or established artistic
styles. They seldom address a more fundamental question: how does an aesthetic experience
actually come into being in Classical Chinese poetry? This article proposes a framework of the
genesis of aesthetics in Classical Chinese. It argues that poetic beauty is not a static property stored
in characters, the poet, or natural objects, but an event generated through interaction among the
author, linguistic structure, perceived objects, historical environments, and readers. Classical
Chinese is not without grammar. Its poetic affordance arises from the partial withdrawal of explicit
grammatical marking: subjects may be suspended, tense need not be inflectionally encoded,
predication may occur without a copula, word-class functions may shift in context, and logical
relations among images are often carried by juxtaposition, rhythm, and contextual inference. Rules
therefore do not disappear; they move from surface marking into word order, prosody, cultural
memory, and readerly completion. This produces an “unwritten law” : law remains operative
without fully displaying itself, and meaning is formed without being conclusively closed. The article
further interprets restraint as a redistribution of semantic authority. The poet stops before meaning
is exhausted, leaving structured vacancies that readers complete through memory, sensation,
emotion, and imagination. The subject is not eliminated but transformed from a fixed “I” into a
mobile position distributed among objects, sounds, temporal layers, and readers. The article also
rejects linguistic determinism, hierarchies of writing systems, and direct deductions from poetic



form to national character or state behavior. The distinctive value of Classical Chinese lies not in
monopolizing poetic freedom, but in keeping multiple images, subject positions, and temporalities
open within highly compressed forms. The proposed framework is thus an interactional theory of
emergence rather than a theory of linguistic determination.

Keywords: Classical Chinese; aesthetic genesis; unwritten law; structural blanks; interaction;
poetic freedom; artistic conception
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