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When Two Readings Correct Each Other: Procedural Tracing, Immanent Interrogation, and Generative Polyphony

under Human Adjudication
Abstract

Why can two readings of the same poem reach similar conclusions while performing markedly different critical
functions? An earlier version of this study treated the difference as an ontological split between "genetic poetry criticism"
and "endogenous diagnosis." That claim, however, conflated the source of a method, the format of its output, and its
epistemic aim, turning potentially combinable operations into supposedly incompatible paradigms. Using a paired case
consisting of a poetic sequence on explainable Go AT and two machine-generated reviews, this article reframes the problem
in operational terms. It distinguishes procedural tracing, which reconstructs how images, structures, and concepts emerge
through a stable sequence of questions, from immanent interrogation, which adopts a work's own stated norms and tests
whether the work bears their consequences. The decisive difference lies neither in external versus internal method nor in
academic versus conversational form, but in the organization of evidence. Procedural tracing increases interpretive
coverage, whereas immanent interrogation increases pressure for self-consistency. The former risks assimilating the poem
to a prefabricated framework; the latter risks inflating a local tension into a total judgment. Their cross-correction yields
what this article calls generative polyphony: divergent readings need not merge into a final verdict but can preserve their
evidential and methodological differences while producing propositions that neither could stably generate alone. The
model is operationalized through six coding dimensions, an occurrence-rate criterion for incremental propositions, and
four gates of human adjudication: corpus admission, validation of critical criteria, semantic-equivalence decisions, and
theory-retirement decisions. The contribution is not a new school of criticism but an executable, auditable, and falsifiable
method for multi-reading research. AI systems generate candidate differences at scale; human participants retain

accountable judgment at decisions that cannot be reduced to automatic aggregation.
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